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The mission of the South Carolina Developmental Disabilities Council is to provide
leadership in planning, funding, and implementing initiatives that lead to improved
_ quality of life for people with developmental disabilities and their familtbsough
SOUTH CAROLINA advocacy, capacity building, and systensitange.
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The 2016 Hopes & Dreams Conferencerovided an
opportunity for professionals, fargilmembers and
selfadvocates tdearn more about the resources afigh
supports  available to the special nee |
community. Family Connection's 22nd annudiSSssis
conference was held at Saxe Gotha Preshyte \
Church Lighthouse on March 11th and 12th. The BD
Council was proud to be a sponsor of this event.

Presentations and 45 workshops focused on topics
related to earlyintervention, early and secondary
education, advocacy, transition, and mental and
behavioral health. Participants explored these issues
and challenges, gaining valuable information that can
be incorporated into their everyday life. 577
individuals particiated in this two day event.

Dan Habib was the keynote speaker. He also

participated in the track for individuals with disabilities William Farrior, Valarie Bishop and Dan

Agesl4-26. Habib is a filmmaker at the University of Habib, Keynote speaker, pause for a moment
to share smiles during the conference.

New  Hampshire's Institute  on
Disability.**  His films have been
screened hundreds of times at
universities, national conferences and
independent theaters across the country
andinternationally, allowing him to lead
&8 discussions about the challenges and

2 benefits of inclusive education and
related topics.

**The South Carolina Developmental
Disabilities Council and Center for
Disability Resources are also sponsors
of Habib's new fiin "Intelligent Lives"
that is currently in development and due
_ to be released in 2017.
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HOPESANDDREAMS é

Conference goers have an opportunity
between sessions iateract with vendors
from across the state; most of who provide
services for persons witldisabilities and/or
their family members. The conference
provides an inclusive core of services
3 available ad participants state they are
¥ sometimes so overwhelmed in trying to
figure things out or assist their love ones in
finding appropriate support. Participants
expressed their gratitude for being able to
have etopBboneo, and ar e
about the poshilities available to them.
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Assistive Technology

The South Carolina gsistive Technolog¥Program (SCATPYontinues to break attendance barriers, this
year over 826 registerguhrticipants took part in the Expo. Drail Page along with the Centier
Disabilities (CDR)staff and volunteersnace every effort to accommodate all of the mapants. The
Workshops focusd on improving skills, accessing resources,-sel¥ocacy and other related topics. The
DD Council is extremely excited about the wahle programs

doing and proud to senan the SCATP Advisory Council and to

be one of the Expsponsors




